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DETAILED ACTION 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §102 

1. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(a) the invention was known or used by others in this country, or patented or described in a printed publication in this 
or a foreign country, before the invention thereof by the applicant for a patent. 

2. Claims 1, 6 and 9 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(a) as being anticipated by Applicant's 
Admitted Prior Art (AAPA). 

Regarding claim 1, AAPA discloses in figure 3, a top-emitting OLED display 
comprising: 

a) a substrate 20; 

b) an array of OLED light emissive elements 10 formed over the 
substrate; 

c) an encapsulating cover 38 located over the OLED light emissive 

d) a circular light polarizer 50 located between the encapsulating 
cover and the OLED light emissive elements. 

Regarding claim 6, the circular light polarizer is attached to the OLED light emissive 
elements by means of layer 36. 

Regarding claim 9, the cover hermetically sealed to the substrate by means of element 36 
(and 50), which covers the entire display. 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

3. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

4. Claims 2-5, 7, 8, 10 and 1 1 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over AAPA as applied to claim 1 above, and further in view of Van Hal et al., hereinafter Van 
(US Patent Application Publication 2002/0172839). 

Regarding claims 2 and 3, AAPA discloses the limitations in the claims, as discussed 
above, except for the encapsulating cover defines a cavity over the OLED elements and the 
circular light polarizer is attached to the encapsulating cover inside the cavity. 

Van discloses in figure 1, an encapsulating cover 7 defines a cavity 8 over the OLED's 
3. Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to make a cavity with a cover over the OLED of the device of the AAPA in order to 
avoid direct contact with the light emitting layer. 

Regarding claims 4 and 5, AAPA in view of Van discloses the limitations in the claims, 
as discussed above, except for the cavity being filled with an inert gas or a transparent solid. 

AAPA discloses in figure 2, the cavity 34 is filled with an inert gas or a transparent solid 
(see page 4, line 18). Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at 
the time of the invention to fill the cavity of the device of the AAPA in view of Van with an inert 
gas or a transparent solid in order to affect the properties of the emitted light from the OLED 
layer. 
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Regarding claims 7 and 8, the cover 7 of the Van reference is a flat plate which is sealed 
to the perimeter of the substrate 2 by means of adhesive 6, which is thermosetting two- 
component epoxy resin (it absorbs light). 

Regarding claims 10 and 1 1, a desiccant material 9 is located around a periphery of the 
cover 7 in the Van reference. Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in 
the art at the time of the invention to use a desiccant material around the periphery of the cover 
in order to prevent moisture from damaging the OLED layer. 

5. Claims 12 and 17 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over AAPA 
as applied to claim 1 above, and claim 14, and further in view of Chan (US Patent 5,055,894). 

AAPA discloses the claimed invention, as discussed above, except for an anti-reflective 
coating applied to a side of the encapsulating cover. 

Chan discloses in figure 17 an anti-reflective coating layer 106 is formed over, light 
emitting diodes. Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time of the invention to use an anti-reflective layer on the encapsulating cover in the structure of 
AAPA, in order to increase light emitting efficiency of the device. 

6. Claims 13 and 18 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over AAPA 
in view of Chan as applied to claim 12 above, and claim 14, and further in view of Van. 

AAPA in view of Chan discloses the limitation in the claim, as discussed above, except 
for an environmental protection coating provided over or with the antireflective coating. 

Van discloses an environmental protection coating 9 is provided with the cover 7, as 
discussed above. Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time of the invention to use an environmental protection coating with the cover, and the anti- 
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reflective coating of the device of AAPA in view of Van in order to prevent moisture from 
damaging the OLED layer therein. 

7. Claims 14-16 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over AAPA. 

. Regarding claim 14, AAPA discloses the limitations in the claim, as discussed above 
with respect to claim 1, except for a material located adjacent to the first surface layer of the 
circular light polarizer having a refractive index matched more closely than air to the reflective 
index of the first surface layer of the circular light polarizer. AAPA however, discloses material 
36 adjacent to the circular light polarizer. It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in 
the art at the time of the invention to make the reflective index of the layer 36 match the 
reflective index of the polarizer so as not to interfere with the direction of the emitted light from 
the polarizer. 

Regarding claim 15, an adhesive 70 is applied to the circular light polarizer to adhere a 
second surface of the polarizer to the array of LEDs. 

Regarding claim 16, AAPA discloses the limitations in the claim, as discussed above, but 
does not disclose an adhesive is applied to the polarizer to adhere a second surface of the 
polarizer to the encapsulating cover. It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the 
art to use an adhesive to further secure the polarizer to the encapsulating cover. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Dana Farahani whose telephone number is (571)272-1706. The 
examiner can normally be reached on M-F 9:00AM - 5:00PM. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Bill Baumeister can be reached on (571)272-1722. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free): 

D. Farahani 




